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  P.E.A.K. Festival

November 16, 2019 at
Freeport High School
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 Upcoming Events for Winter 2019-2020

 There is one thing we all have in common; there has been one or more music educators who believed in 
us and taught us more than just music. To this day, I feel so fortunate for the mentors I had who through music, 
established relationships that embraced and enhanced core values. They made a genuine effort to know their 
students in depth. Who made students feel special but no more special than anyone else just for being themselves, 
and their contributions to the ensemble? For me, never wanting to leave the band room was a first indicator 
that someday I would become a music educator. It was in that classroom that I became a part of a dedicated 
community; one with high expectations and accountability. We were responsible for each other and created a 
space that felt safe and respectful. I imagine this is what social emotional learning is at its best and why it is not a 
new concept for us, as music educators. After all we have been developing these skills in ourselves and with our 
students as part of our practice, as artists and as teachers. We often stop to check in on our students, make phone 
calls out of concern and make connections with our colleagues when needed. It is what we do.

Being a part of NMEA, its legacy of music teaching, participating in our events is like never leaving the band 
room! This year we celebrate 84 years of this great organization. What truly makes it great are the dedicated, 
caring members. Thank you to our executive board, advisory board, chair people, committee members, and 
volunteers behind the scenes for leading the way! With folks like these we are all but guaranteed to have another successful All County Festival.

Thank you to the teachers for preparing their students. Perhaps the biggest gift of all this year will be that photo you take back stage at the 
Tilles Center with students. Share it and proudly show that you are that special someone in the musical journey in the life of a young musician 
or group or musicians. 

This holiday season please remember the influence that you are to your students. Your sincerity and kindness are the building blocks for their 
success not just in the music room but, everywhere they go. They represent our school districts with great pride. They demonstrate excellence 
and are a testimony to the daily work and effort you put in. They are the shining moments. In the words of Fred Rogers, “ “In the external 
scheme of things, shining moments are as brief as the twinkling of an eye, yet such twinklings are what eternity is made of -- moments when 
we human beings can say “I love you,” “I’m proud of you,” “I forgive you,” “I’m grateful for you.” That’s what eternity is made of: invisible 
imperishable good stuff.”

All the best for a joyous and restorative holiday season.

Ruth Breidenbach
President 
Nassau Music Educators Association

   A grateful time of year…President’s Corner                                         Ruth Breidenbach     

December  5-8   NYSSMA Winter Conference All-State Festival Rochester  
December 2 Day Of Percussion 
 Nominations open    
January  8-19 All-County Festival LIU Post Tilles Center  720 Northern Blvd,   
   Greenvale, NY 11548
January 22 Day of Percussion Nominations deadline
January 27 Day of Percussion Auditions Massapequa High School 3pm 4925 MERRICK ROAD   
   Massapequa, NY 11758
February  8 9am NMEA Career Day H.B. Mattin M.S. 106 Washington

Date Event Location Address
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To be held at the following sites (please check one): 
 

_____ March 13-14 Jericho HS (piano only)     Zone 13 
 

_____ March 27-28 Kellenberg Memorial HS – Uniondale (no piano)  Zone 13 
 

_____ April 3-4  Clayton A. Bouton HS – Voorheesville (no piano)  Zone 7 
 

_____ May 1-2  Arlington HS – LaGrangeville    Zone 10 
 

Times: Regular Orientation:  Friday  6:30 – 9:30 pm  and  Saturday  8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
  Second Area Orientation:  Friday  7:00 – 9:30 pm 
  All-State Orientation:  Friday  3:15 – 6:15 pm 
  Major Organizations:  Friday  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm and Saturday  8:30 am – 2:30 pm 
 

----NYSSMA encourages a diversity of candidates to apply---- 
 

  1.  Please check the category for which you are applying (sessions are contingent on enrollment): 
 

_____ Regular Orientation** – for applicants that are not current NYSSMA adjudicators.  A bachelor's degree in music 
and a minimum of one year full-time teaching experience (prior to 2019-20 school year) is required. 
_____ Second Area Orientation – Candidate must be a NYSSMA adjudicator with a minimum of two festival seasons 
experience and a minimum of four judging assignments in their primary area.   
_____ All-State Orientation – Candidate must be a NYSSMA adjudicator with a minimum of four festival seasons 
experience and a minimum of eight judging assignments in their primary area. 
_____ Major Organizations – Requirements:  a minimum of eight (8) years of successful teaching/conducting experience 
in the desired area of orientation and NYSSMA solo (regular) adjudication orientation. Previous major organization 
adjudication experience (i.e., commercial festivals or college-university conducting) may waive the solo requirement. 
 

  2. Name_________________________________________________3. Cell phone (        ) ______________ 
  4. Home address________________________________________ 5. Home phone (        ) ________________ 
      City____________________________________________ State ___________ Zip____________________ 
  6. School_________________________________________________________________________________ 
      School Address ______________________________________7. School phone (        ) ________________ 
      City_____________________________________________ State __________ Zip____________________ 
  8. NYSSMA Zone_____________     ______________    
            Home                      School       9.  NAfME ID # (required)___________________ 
10a. Home E-Mail___________________________________________________________________________ 
10b. School E-Mail__________________________________________________________________________ 
11a. Major Instrument/Voice_____________________ 11b. Minor Instrument/Voice______________________ 
12a. Signature______________________________________________________ 12b. Date________________ 
13.  Circle one area:  

Brass, Percussion, Piano, Woodwind, String (Guitar), Voice, Instrumental Jazz (All-State only), 
Vocal Jazz (All-State only), Major Organization Instrumental, Major Organization Choral 

 

**Regular Adjudicators are required to demonstrate knowledge on all instruments in their area of orientation. 
 

All candidates:  Complete the following on a separate sheet of paper. 
14. Education and Private Study – schools, years, majors, degrees, teachers. 
15a. Teaching Experience – schools, years, level of students.     15b. Performance Experience 
16. Adjudication Experience – where, when, at a NYSSMA festival, age(s) and level(s) of students. 
17. List the names and e-mail addresses of two NYSSMA members (non-related) who would endorse your application. 
18. Majors Candidates – list ratings your groups have received at M.O. Festivals or comparable events. 
 

****Proof of current NAfME card MUST be submitted with your application. 
Proof may be in the form of:  copy of NAfME card, or printout of NAfME member profile page.**** 

 

Send, e-mail or fax application by March 1, 2020 to:         Michael Robertson, Director of Adjudicators 
                       12 Torry Drive, Hamburg, NY  14075 
                   robertsonmichael@verizon.net         fax: (716) 773-8991 
 

**** NYSSMA will provide overnight lodging for applicants, if desired.  Please check here _________________if you 
would like to request a hotel room for Friday night.    

2020 NYSSMA Adjudicator 
Orientation Seminars 
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Administrators Night  | November 12, 2019 
at The Milleridge Inn
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More Peak Festival
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NYSMA NEWS

8 

 

NYSSMA News -- November - 2019 
Congratulations to the Jericho School District for being awarded the NYSSMA Presidential Citation 
Award!  The award is presented to a NYSSMA member district that exemplifies a model music education 
program in New York State.  The district must specifically and consistently demonstrate a well-rounded music 
program at all levels. To earn the award Jericho provided a documented profile of the district program 
including all the factors that are unique and important.  The documentation submitted included descriptions 
of district policies, programs, and successful practices. The Jericho UFSD will receive the award at the 
upcoming NYSSMA Winter Conference, on Friday, December 6, 8:15 p.m., at the Lilac Ballroom Keynote 
Address and Evening Concert Hour.   
 
2020 Major Organization Festivals 
Immediately following the Holiday Vacation break in December, Major Organization registration opens at the 
NYSSMA website, www.nyssma.org. Registration is open till March 1st, and all registration fees are due 
following the March 1st deadline.  
 
2020 Spring NYSSMA Festival Season   
There are seven NYSSMA Festivals in Nassau County in March, six in April, five in May and two additional 
Majors Festivals also in May.  There are also two sites in Nassau where Adjudicator Orientation will take 
place. For the March festivals registration deadlines come quickly in January.  If your district or private school 
sends students to the Great Neck / Adelphi NYSSMA Piano Festival, Jericho Piano, Nassau Community 
College Piano, the Sewanhaka Solo & Ensemble Festival or the Oyster Bay Festival Solo & Ensemble, be 
mindful that the deadline for registrations is in January (specific dates to be released by the Festival Hosts).  
When assigning music to students please be sure to use the current Manual Edition 32, dated July 1, 
2018 – as only literature listed in that edition can be performed for a grade.  In addition, please be sure to 
check that every student you register including the private piano students, are performing works from the 
current manual.  Your diligence will hopefully provide that additional layer of insurance for students.  
 
NYSSMA Judge Orientation:  
Nassau County will host TWO Adjudicator Orientation sites this coming festival season.  While most NYS 
teachers have to travel and stay overnight to complete Adjudicator Orientation, we in Nassau this year have 
the opportunity to participate locally, at two separate locations!  
Immediately after January 1, NYSSMA judges will receive their annual notice from the Assignor of 
Adjudicators listing all the spring 2020 festival dates, with instructions to communicate the dates that each 
make themselves available to judge.  Judges are assigned throughout the state based on their availability. 
Some judges commit to many judging assignments while others only one or two; again, based on their 
availability. Some judges elect to skip a year when their commitments will not permit them to be available.  
 
Will you receive this notice from the Assignor?   
If the answer to the question is no, please consider registering to attend at least one of the upcoming 
Adjudication Orientation Seminars this year.  On March 13-14, Piano Adjudicator Orientation will take place 
at the Jericho Piano Festival.  On March 27-28, the Kellenberg Memorial NYSSMA Festival will include 
adjudicator orientation for all instrumental and vocal areas.  Strings and voice particularly require additional 
judges to offset the tremendous number of students that register to perform each year. The registration 
form is included in this newsletter. Those candidates approved at the March 13-14 Jericho Orientation and/
or the March 27-28 Kellenberg Orientation will then be available to judge later this spring, if they choose. 
Many hands make light work.  
 
Winter Conference Update:   
The NYSSMA Winter Conference will take place December 5 - December 8, at the Rochester Convention 
Center and adjoining hotels. Register for the conference at www.nyssma.org.    
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Information will be provided concerning the new arrangements for the 2020 (next year) All-State 
performing group program at the Winter Conference.  The Rochester Riverside Hotel will be torn down 
this winter – after the upcoming Winter Conference.  The Riverside hotel has housed our All-State groups 
for years and NYSSMA has been working on new arrangements for some time now.  A new plan for All 
State housing and rehearsals for next year’s conference, 2020, will be discussed at the Thursday evening 
Opening Concert in the Lilac Ballroom at 8:15 p.m.    
 
The amount of work that is prerequisite to the Winter Conference every year deserves recognition.   The 
900 plus All-State students, workshops and seminars, slate of performances in the Lilac Ballroom, Piano 
Showcase, Young Composers Concert, Electronic Music Composition Showcase; all of this does not 
happen automatically.  There are levels of organizational structure, approvals, deadlines, and hurdles to 
navigate. The All-State audition process in the spring involves so many people and a myriad of processes. 
There are permissions, All-State recommendations, logistics, and then all the final work and the programs 
and then the digital APP needs to be compiled and uploaded in the NYSSMA Business Office.  There are 
officers and council members planning/overseeing/coordinating and then being responsible for.  All State 
Performing Group Chairs, selection committees, on-site coordinators, NYSSMA chaperone staff, the 
Executive Director and his staff, hotel / convention center officials and staff -- lists of people that work long 
hard hours, some of which have been doing this for years. On site there is the registration of attendees, 
badge ID process, and the booth vendor registration and logistics.  In many ways the NYSSMA Winter 
Conference is bigger and better than many national conferences and some international conventions.  If 
you’ve never been to a NYSSMA Winter Conference or an All-State Concert please consider making the 
pilgrimage even if only for one day, you won’t be disappointed.  
 
See you at the Staircase Sing on Friday night!   
 
Reach me at zone13@nyssma.org if I can be of any assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ed Chiarello 
NYSSMA Zone 13 Representative 
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Late Breaking NYSSMA News....

Congratulations to:
President Elect: Russ Faunce
Completing the 2nd VP term: Ed Chiarello
Completing the Zone 13 Representative: Ruth Breidenbach



The Nassau Music Educators Association is proud to have the
 following  Institutional and Business Members

 

Adelphi University

Five Towns College 

Four Winds Tours and Travel

Gemini Youth Orchestra 

Huntington Choral Society

Laconia Music Center

Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York

For information about 
Adelphi University music

call   516.877.4074
visit   music.adelphi.edu
e-mail   sdelgiorno@adelphi.edu

2019-2020 AUDITION DATES
November 9
December 14

January 18 (vocalists)
January 25 (instrumentalists)

February 29

B.S. in 
Music Education

Music
with concentrations in 
• Vocal Performance

• Composition

Music Minor

2019-2020 Adelphi DoM Advertisement NMEA - FINAL.indd   1 9/19/2019   1:51:11 PM
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The Nassau Music Educators Association is proud to 
have the following  Institutional and Business Members

 

 The Nassau County Chapter of NYSCAME 

Nassau Suffolk Performing Arts   

 Paul Effman Music   

 SUNY Purchase Conservatory of Music  

 Wright Music, Inc. 
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Vice President, Division V - Gregory Krajci, East Meadow
Vice President, Division IV - Catherine Fish, Herricks
Vice President, Division III - Karl Siewertsen, Plainedge
Vice President, Division II - Kara Boulay, Lynbrook
Vice President, Division I East - Jeffrey Biener, Syosset
Vice President, Division I West - Mary Eileen McNamee, New Hyde Park
Classroom Music & PEAK - Shannon Abramovitz, Freeport
Vice President, Jazz - Jonathan Holford, Hewlett-Woodmere
Treasurer - Michael Soscia, Retired
Past President - Paul Caputo, Syosset
Percussion Advisor - Ellis Holmes III, Uniondale
Membership Chairperson - David Dolgon, Retired
Assistant Membership Chairperson - Michael LaSorsa - Freeport
Director of Publications - Peter Deschler, Lynbrook
Recording Secretary - Joseph Owens, Mineola
Corresponding Secretary - Adam G. Erdos, Ed.D., Valley Stream CHSD
Web Editor / Social Media - Michael Rodgers, Plainview-Old Bethpage
Event Coordinator - Dr. Christopher Hale, East Meadow
Music Coordinator - Alan Kunins, Retired
Historian / Committee Chair - Susan Weber, NYSSMA Past President
Librarian - TJ Adams, Valley Stream 30
NYSSMA Zone 13 Representative - Edmund Chiarello, Retired
Government Relations - Kenneth Pollitt, Retired
NYSCAME President - Anthony Ambrogio, Manhasset
Public Relations - Nathan Garfinkel, Retired
 
2018-19 Advisory Board
Dr. Kishore Kuncham - Superintendent of Schools, Freeport
Dr. Steven Schopp - NYSSMA Executive Director
Mr. Michael Salzman - President, NYSSMA
Mr. Charles Puricelli - Past President, NMEA
Mrs. Joan Chiarello - Past President, NMEA
Mrs. Anissa Arnold-Wilensky - Past President NMEA / NYSCAME / LISFA
Ms. Clara Sugar - Past President NMEA/NYSSMA
Mr. Gregory Warnokowski - Past President, NMEA

December  5-8   NYSSMA Winter Conference All-State Festival

December 2 Day Of Percussion

 
Nominations open

January  8-19 All-County Festival

January 22 Day of Percussion Nominations deadline

January 27 Day of Percussion

 
Auditions

February  8 9am NMEA Career Day


